BULLETIN

Unity Club
Celebrating Our 96t Year

WELCOME UNITY CLUB MEMBERS TO
The 2025-2026 Season of Fellowship, Learning, and Great Food

“A belated Zeissen Pesach’

Begins Wednesday evening, April 1, 2026
Ends Thursday evening, April 9, 2026

Unity Club Executive Board Members and Committees
unityexecutiveboard@gmail.com

President: Lenny Kietz
Vice President and Lainer Fund: Stu Bodow
Treasurer: Lew Gikow — Asst. Treasurer: Jerry Warshaw
Secretary: Barry Sussman
Membership: Stuart Levitch, Marc Cohen and Jim Ellowitch
Programs: Steve Shiller
Restaurants: Larry Stempler
Newsletter: Stuart Levitch
Club Historian: Mike Brick
Club Webmaster Rick Press



Unity Club Dinner Meeting
Thursday April 16, 2026 at 5:30 PM

Mandaloun Mediterranean

632 Bloomfield Ave, West Caldwell, NJ 07006
Phone: (973) 807-0001 (Parking is located on-site)

Our fusion menu is thoughtfully crafted to bring you the best of both worlds, combining vibrant,
flavorful Mediterranean dishes with the hearty, satisfying classics of American cuisine. We prioritize
fresh, locally sourced ingredients to create dishes that cater to diverse tastes, whether you're craving
the bold spices of the Mediterranean or the familiar flavors of home. With a casual yet sophisticated
ambiance, our space is perfect for family dinners, date nights, or gatherings with friends. Our mission
is to celebrate culinary diversity, bringing together the best of two worlds in a warm and inviting
setting.

MEETING PROGRAM - Sam Bernstein
Topic: The Baseball Umpire: A Historical Survey
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“Kill him! Kill the umpire!” shouted someone in the
stands; And it’s likely they’d have killed him had not
Casey raised his hand. -“Casey at the Bat” by Ernest Thayer (1888)

Baseball, often referred to as America's pastime, has evolved
significantly since its inception, and the role of the umpire has grown
alongside the game. Umpires are the authority figures on the field,
responsible for enforcing the rules, making judgment calls, and
maintaining order. In every interaction between competing human
beings, disagreements surely arise. Our constitution predicted this in
forming the new republic. It created a judiciary to settle civil disputes.
And so it was a natural progression in sporting activities that games
and contests be officiated by a neutral and disinterested party.

The role of the umpire in baseball dates back to the earliest versions of the game played in the mid-
19th century. Initially, games were officiated by a single person, often a respected member of the
community or even a player from another team. These early umpires made calls without any formal
training or protective gear.

Today’s umpires are highly trained but still possess a human trait which is slowly being dissolved by
technology. In this presentation the history of umpiring will include a series of videos where you will
“‘make the call”. The program will end with a Q&A about the current state of umpires.

Please Reserve a spot at the dinner by:
REPLYING TO THIS EMAIL

or use the following link: stuart.levitch@gmail.com

Make sure you indicate “YES” or “NO” and a guest’s (prospective member) name, if applicable




Save the Date:

Thursday, 5/72026 — Next Unity Club Executive Board Meeting
Thursday, 5/21/ 2026 — Next Unity Club Dinner Meeting
Thursday 6/11/2026 - Unity Club Annual Baseball Outing (see brochure next page)
Thursday 6/18/2026 — UC Dinner Meeting (with wife/significant other)
Speaker:Linda Scherzer of JCRC

NEW MEMBERS
Please do consider which of your friends, business associates and acquaintances might make good
Unity Club members. Ask potential members to visit our website, www.UnityClub.org. More
importantly, invite them to attend one of our dinners!

UNITY CLUB EXECUTIVEBOARD & COMMITTEE MEETINGS
All Unity Club Executive meetings are open to members. We meet on the first Thursday of each
month (September thru January and March thru June) at 5:30 PM at a Callandra’s Il Vecchio Café
234 Bloomfield Ave, Caldwell, NJ to plan events, have a nosh and kibbitz a little.

THE UNITY CLUB
The Unity Club was formed in 1930. The purpose of the club is to provide a social benefit of its
members, for the cultivation of civic understanding, for the establishment of a forum for the cultural
and social enjoyment of its members, and to promote the general welfare of its constituents. In
addition, the Unity Club has a rich history of educating its members with Jewish culture and
information and proving philanthropy to the community.

THE SANDY LAINER FUND
The Sandy Lainer Fund is used to recognize significant events to the Unity Club Brothers and will
support charitable contributions to Jewish organizations. It will work in conjunction with Jewish Lives
Matter Too (JLM2). JLMZ2 is now separate and soon to be formally merged as an advisory fund within
our local community federation enjoying 501c3 status and members are encouraged to contribute to
their mission efforts to combat anti-Semitism. A formal statement will be forthcoming.
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The Unity Club sends:

e Our wishes for a speedy recovery to Lenny Kietz after injuring his
shoulder.

e Our wishes for a speedy recovery to Lew Garely after breaking his
femur bone.

This section of our newsletter reflects the caring of our membership. Please send any information
(either good news or bad news) you want to share with the membership to Stuart Levitch at
stuart.levitch@gmail.com.




NOTE: until further notice please make checks payable to Unity Club
and mail all checks to: Unity Club, P.O. Box 348, Livingston, NJ 07039

2026 ANNUAL BASEBALL OUTING
In Support of the Sandy Lainer Fund

ﬁgl SOMERSET
g PATRIOTS
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RUMBLE POMIES
(NY Mets AA)

Thursday June 11, 6:30 PM
TD Bank Ballpark, Bridgewater, NJ
Ball Park BBQ Starts at 5:30 to 7 PM

Here are the Details:
1. SEN.NN per adult and 538 per child includes:
* Ticket tothe Game
® Ballpark BBQ (ALL YOU CAN EAT Buffet includes Dogs, Burgers, ¥eggie
Burgers, side salads, soft drinks, and maore)
8 Reserved Picniz Table seating
& M odest Donation to the Sandy Lainer Fund

2. Transportationison your own. If you want to carpool, we cantrvto
arrange that.

3. Tickets are available for Members, family, friends.
PLEASE: Contact Sam Bernstein [samm sw{® com cast.net, 973-902-1898)
to reserve your spot.

5. Paypal and Zelle info will be sent out to &l who reserve

6. Checks payable to Unity Club




HUMOR PAGE

A circus owner runs an ad for a lion tamer and two people show up.

One is a retired Engineer in his late seventies and the other is a gorgeous blond in her mid-twenties.
The circus owner tells them, "I'm not going to sugar coat it. This is one ferocious lion. He ate my last
tamer so you two had better be good or you're history. Here's your equipment -- chair, whip and a
gun.

Who wants to try out first?" The girl says, "I'll go first." She walks past the chair, the whip and the gun
and steps right into the lion's cage. The lion starts to snarl and pant and begins to charge her. About
halfway there, she throws open her coat revealing her beautiful naked body. The lion stops dead in
his tracks, sheepishly crawls up to her and starts licking her feet and ankles. He continues to lick and
kiss her entire body for several minutes and then rests his head at her feet.

The circus owner's jaw is on the floor.
He says, "I've never seen a display like that in my life." He then turns to the retired Engineer and

asks, "Can you top that?" The tough old Engineer replies, "No problem, just get that lion out of
there."

The IRS sends their auditor to audit a synagogue. The auditor is doing all the checks, and then turns
to the Rabbi and says, “I noticed that you buy a lot of candles.”

“Yes,” answered the Rabbi.
“‘Well, Rabbi, what do you do with the candle drippings?” he asked.

“A good question,” noted the Rabbi. “We actually save them up. When we have enough, we send
them back to the candle maker and every now and then, they send us a free box of candles.”

“Oh,” replied the auditor somewhat disappointed that his question actually had a practical answer. So
he thought he’d try another question, in his obnoxious way. “Rabbi, what about all these matzo
purchases? What do you do with the crumbs from the matzo?

“Ah, yes,” replied the Rabbi calmly, “we actually collect up the crumbs, we send them in a box back to
the manufacturer and every now and then, they send a box of matzo balls.”

“Oh,” replied the auditor, thinking hard how to fluster the Rabbi. “Well, Rabbi,” he went on, “what do
you do with all the foreskins from the circumcisions?”

“Yes, here too, we do not waste,” answered the Rabbi. “What we do is save up all the foreskins, and
when we have enough we actually send them to the IRS.” “To the IRS ?” questioned the auditor in
disbelief.

“Ah, yes,” replied the Rabbi, “directly to The IRS ...And about once a year, they send us back a little
prick like you.”




